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1. Up to late Jcnunry 195¢0 only narrove-eauce cars 
were built.at the seincr (:) 51/7 57) Railroad 
Cer sactory. They included motor reil cars, 
long timbcor cars, lorries snd boxcars. This 
production was discontinued in favor of the 
nonufacturo of convertible refrigerator cars. 


&. The followine data were supplied on the indi- 
vidual types of cars produced in VJeinar: 


ae arrow-gauge motor reil cars: ‘They are 
about 6% meters lonc, 2 meters wide and run 

on two bogies with two axles each. The body 
of the car is of woo@. The power unit, whose 
output is estimated at 80 to 100 HP, ils mounted 
on a base formed by 160-mm Uegirders. ome of 
the individucl parts of the power unit were de«- 
livered by unidentified delivery plonts. Im ad= 
dition to the mentioned power unit these cara 
are equipped vith a coal burning steem turbine. 
the scheduled monthly output of these motor 
reli cara is 200 units. The actual output, 
however, is only 156 to 186. 


b. Narrow-gause longs timber cars: ‘hese have 
twor-azle bosics, tvo beinz used for the loading 
of timber. The scheduled monthly rate of pro» 
duction is 350 units; the setual output, 320. 


¢. Convertible refrigerator cars: (1) 
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(1) Thesg,have been in production since about the 
beginning 1950. The hundredth car of this type is 
scheduled to leave the plant by late May. Since 

1 March 1950 the rate of production has been one 
car daily, but this is soon to be raised to 2 cars. 
The cer is 16 meters long and has a usable width of 
23 meters. Since the insulation is about 15 om 
thick the over-all width of the car is about 2.5 
meters. the outer side of the car has a 24mm 
iron sheet while the inner side is lined with zine 
sheet. The insulsting layer is of class wool. 
Part of the sheets required for the body of the 
far are delivered by firms in the vicinity of 
Hannover (L 53/X 32) and galzgitter (i 53/c 88). 
The interior of the cars, which have an estimated 
load capacity of 18 tons (not maximum capacity) is 
fitted with 136 meat hooks. 


(2) The car runs on two four-wheel undercarriages, 
25X1X of which only the turning frames, the upper and lower 
flanges, the frames (springs) and the oil cogtsiners 
25X1X% are monufactured ond assembled at the plant. 
Eee the wheel sets come from Czechoslovakia. 
The Czech delivery plants are unidentified. 


(S} Devices converting these cars are not available. 
The wheels ore pressed on cylindrical axles of equal 
diameter cond sdjusted by means of cranps { Annex) 
to either Luropean or sovict gauge. “ahile: this lis 
being done the car is lifted by a crane. The axles 
25X1X which are turned do not ible °°? for the ° 
different gauzes. (4). the turned-off 
section is longer than the play between s.uropean and 
woviet gauge (2). 


(4) The conversion of the car is being done by the 
simultaneous shifting of the two wheels of an axle, 
two men having to hold the wheels on each side. The 
exact position of the :heels is determined by the 
tread measurenents of the conversion clamps (see 
sketches B and ¢ (3). In standard-gause position 
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only half of the brake block is in contact with 
the wheel set, the full brake block being in 
operation only at Sovietegause position(5). 


(S) Only the three mentioned types of cars are 
presently being manufactured in Velmar. The 
narrow=gause cars are londed on standard German 
cars and shipped to Brest Litovsk ($ 53/.1 87), 
while the convertible refrigerator tars are age 
senbled in traingof 16 to 18 cars and transferred 
= to Brest Litovsk. 


3. Luxury fast train coaches (Blue uxpress) with the 
Same conversion mechanism are being built in ame 
mendor? (:} 52/D 92) near Holle. The estimated rate 
of production is one couch daily. Convertible 
refrigerator carg sre sald to also be built in Des 
sau (.. 52/5 17). (6). 


(1) BE co:nont: The interestin; item of this re- 
port is thc production of convertible retrigerator 
cars (pera Se). The report which supplies detailed 
technics! duva definiteity ce Cirns thet convertible 
freisht cars are being built on the wodern method 
of shifting the wheels in the soviet sone of Ger- 
many also. vetailed inforiation on this method, 
which had so far been practiced only in Gaecho~ 
slovakia and tunsery, was given in two former 
reports. (7) (8). the required axles are apparant» 
ly still delivered by cGzechoslovakia which has de» 
veloped the modern method of conversion and seems 
to have a patent for the manufacture of such axles. 


(2} BE ocneni: The method of shifting the wheels by 
means Of Clams (pera &¢ (3)) is new but credible. 
This device which is based on operations by hand 
does not require stationary hydraulic plants as 
previously reported for sahony. (8). This method 
offers grant advantages in the event of war when 
the onplication of the most elmple means is essential 

-and the conversion of cers may be necessary at 
any transfer point. rom this point of view tha 
reported use of clarms may be considered as a dis« 
one advantage over the previously reported pro= 
cedure « 
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( 3} ME comment: ¥or the conversion from European 

Oo j071eb fauce the clamps are applied to both 
arms (sketch ¢ of Annex). A clamp holding the 
two wheels is used for the conversion to Puro- 
pean gauge (aketch B of arnex). Jt is believed 
that two such claups must be used to prevent a 
one-sided traction which might lead to a dis-~ 
tovted position of the whe 91s. 


{ 4) = Comnaent s 


25X1X Contrary to the observeti according 
to which no stops, catches s devices 


are required to hold the wheels in their ree 
spective positions, it is believed thst a wedging 
of the wheels is necessary to guarantee a fixed 
position {8}. without cuch wedging the wheels 
would be subject to dangerous vibrations. 


(5) Miconment: LD ...cin 
25X1C devices tor the conversicn to both gauges are 
probably also required fir the brake rods. They 
would have to guarantees :ull contact of the brake 
bloeks and thus their fuil effectiveness in every 
position of the wheels. such a device was pro~ 
vided for in both the obsolete procedure of an 
exchanges of wheels and the modern method which 
cousisats in a shifting of the wheels. Thre 
is no reason why this device should have been given 
up in this design and the braks effect should be 
25X1C reduced accordingly. 


{ 6) WR conons: Confirmatory information ig 
required as to whether the convertible cars built 
in immendor? and Dessau (para 2° are built on 
the described method. 


25X1C 


25X1C 


25X1A 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Approved For Release 2001/03/05 : CIA-RDP82-00457R005400300008-5 


